
APPENDIX 1
ALLERDALE HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group held on Thursday, 8 
March 2018 at 2.00 pm at Lillyhall

PRESENT:

Mr JS Holliday (Chairman)

Mr A Barry
Mr A Bowness
Mrs RC Hanson
Mr A Kennon

Mr J Lister
Mr AJ Markley (Vice-Chair)
Ms C McCarron-Holmes

Also in Attendance:-

Ms T Blair - Programme Control Officer
Mrs J Currie - Senior Democratic Services Officer
Mrs S Davis-Johnston
Mr S Khalid

- Traffic Management Team Leader (West)
- Assistant Project Manager (IRP)

Mr D Harrison
Mr J Reddin

- Project Manager - Infrastructure Recovery Programme
- Assistant Project Manager (IRP)

Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Officer
Miss A Sykes - Highways Network Manager

110 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr HGG Graham and Mr T Lywood.

111 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED that, the minutes of the previous meeting held on 10 January 2018 
be agreed as an accurate record.

112 PRESENTATION - 2017/18 FLOOD RECOVERY WORKS IN ALLERDALE

The Committee received a presentation from the Project Manager on the Flood 
Recovery Works in Allerdale.

He provided updates on schemes planned to take place during the summer months, 
including:-

 Rumbling Bridge
 Parsons Bridge
 Lessonhall – Raby



 Beech Hill – Oughterside
 Heskey Newmarket
 Mill Race Lane
 Braithwaite
 Derwentwater, and
 St John’s in the Vale

The officer took members through the detail of each of the schemes.

In relation to the scheme at Braithwaite members asked if access to Whilnlatter 
Forest would be maintained during the work planned.  The officer confirmed that 
only pedestrian and cycling access would be maintained, and that liaison with the 
Parish Council and local businesses would take place.  that would be affected by 
this work.  

The Local Member for Cockermouth South said he was aware of a number of road 
closures already in place in Cockermouth due to the replacement of a pipeline 
across the main road through Cockermouth.  He felt this would need to be handled 
carefully.

The Chair thanked the Project Officer for his informative presentation.

113 HIGHWAYS NETWORK MANAGER'S REPORT

The Highways Working Group received a report from the Corporate Director – 
Economy and Highways, and presented by the Highways Network Manager, which 
provided members with an update on recent Highway activities and proposed work 
activities for the following 2 months. 

Updates were provided as follows:-

Gully Cleansing - routine gully operations were undertaken throughout the year by 
in-house teams.  Since December gully cleansing had been completed along the full 
lengths of the B5300, B5302 and B5305. The sections of A591 and A5086 within 
Allerdale had also been completed.

Details of cleansing works currently ongoing and upcoming planned work in Aspatria 
and the Solway Coast were also given.

Due to the adverse weather experienced recently, additional resource had been 
sourced to undertake additional gully cleansing.  Activities would be in place until 
the end of the financial year.

Officers are currently compiling a list of drainage investigation, repairs and 
improvements within Allerdale in anticipation of additional DfT funding that may 
become available in 2018.  At present the funding was not certain, but a strong list 
of potential locations was being devised, which would be readily available and 
quantified should funding be provided.  



Verge Maintenance and Weed Spraying – all safety cuts and visibility splays at 
junctions had been completed.  There were no plans to do any further scheduled 
cuts this financial year, although facilities existed for ad-hoc cuts of verges, bushes 
and trees for safety related reasons.

The Highways Network Manager encouraged members to report any specific 
locations which would benefit from any additional cuts as well as providing any 
feedback on the standard of cutting done in 2017 so improvements could be made 
in 2018. 

A discussion took place in relation to non County Council contractors carrying out 
grass cutting and verge maintenance activities. The Highways Network Manager 
explained that whoever carried out the activity they needed to work under the same 
health and safety regulations/scheme as County Council contractors.  This was 
noted.

Winter Maintenance - the winter maintenance period had now commenced. The 
service operated 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Details of the routes being treated 
on any given day were detailed on the County Council website.

Members asked how designations for road priorities were agreed and approved.  
The Highways Network Manager explained that the designation of priority routes 
was a decision taken each year by the County Council’s Cabinet.  If members had 
any additional routes they wanted Cabinet to consider she asked that members 
contact her with details in the first instance.

One of the members asked if officers could speak to colleagues at CALC to remind 
parishes to let the County Council know if the grit bins needed replenished.  This 
was AGREED.

Capital Works Programme 17/18 – the interactive map of the entire Highway Capital 
works programme was now available on the website.  Members were encouraged to 
use this site and to refer their constituents to it. 

Bridge & Structures Work - since the Christmas break the following non watercourse 
bridge schemes were completed by the in-house teams:

 Waterside Bridge near Wigton – Parapet impact damage repaired in 
January. Now been hit again and work was taking place on 5 March 

 Walkmill Bridge near Bassenthwaite village – Parapet impact damage 
repaired

 Mill Dam – Parapet impact damage repaired
 Stan Lonning, Brigham – Pointing works
 Burnfoot, Wigton - Parapet railing replaced 
 Knowehill Bridge, Abbeytown – Parapet railings repaired
 High Harrington Railway Bridge – Repointing, vegetation removal, new 

fencing. 



The Highways Network Manager detailed schemes being undertaken at present and 
those scheduled to commence shortly.

The Network Manager them took members through the rest of her report with 
updates on :-

 Additional Bridge Works (IRP)
 Streetworks
 Footway Works
 Drainage Works
 Lighting Improvements
 Carriageway Works
 Capital Works Programme 2018/19
 Countryside Access Update

RESOLVED that members note the content of this report.

114 LOW WHINNOW LAY BY

Members had before them a report from the Corporate Director – Economy and 
Highways, which provided them with information relating to concerns raised by 
residents regarding the use of the lay-by at Low Whinnow, Thursby and invited 
discussion around the points raised.

The Traffic Management Team Leader informed members that various concerns 
had been raised by Thursby Parish Council and residents whose properties were 
accessed from or nearby the A596 lay-by at Low Whinnow, Thursby.  At present, 
the lay-by was subject to parking bays limited to 2 hours and double yellow lines.  

The lay-by was formed at Low Whinnow, Thursby, when the A596 was constructed, 
providing a lay-by for drivers to rest whilst maintaining the accesses to the 
residential properties.  

Concerns had been raised regarding users of the lay-by parking overnight, despite 
traffic restrictions being in place.  Enforcement of the restrictions was ongoing; with 
38 visits carried out between 1 April 2017 and 26 February 2018 with one penalty 
charge notice issued.

In addition, concerns had been raised regarding the level of litter, noise and air 
pollution caused by running engines and refrigerated units.  Officers were liaising 
with Allerdale Borough Council to install a bin within the lay-by to reduce litter and 
for the lay-by to be cleansed by the street cleansing team.

Cumbria County Council’s Allerdale Local Committee made the decision to amend 
the North Allerdale Traffic Regulation Order by removing the exemption for catering 
vehicles to be located with the A596 Low Whinnow Lay-by.  The revised order came 
into operation on 12 February 2018.



Members were fully in support of the proposals.

RESOLVED that members RECOMMEND to Allerdale Local Committee that no 
further action is taken at this stage in relation to A596 Low Whinnow Lay-by, 
Thursby.

115 THIRLMERE DAM ROAD

The Working Group considered a report from the Corporate Director – Economy and 
Highways which provided members with the background on the ongoing traffic 
management arrangement along Thirlmere Dam.

The U7003 Thirlmere Dam Road was closed from 8 May 2017 to allow United 
Utilities (UU) to undertake maintenance work on the dam wave wall.  It was 
identified by UU during the works that more significant alterations were required to 
the dam wall, which, ultimately, resulted in a reduction in the carriageway width.

Officers from Cumbria County Council met representatives from UU to discuss the 
implications of these alterations.  The reduced width was a concern as the width of 
the highway was already limited, with little or no opportunities to pass.

The alterations carried out by UU, in effect created an obstruction in the 
carriageway, and UU would, therefore, be responsible for the cost of any required 
alterations or alternative remedy.

The report had originally been prepared as an update on the current situation, but in 
the past week, due to adverse weather conditions, plans had changed.

During the recent high winds/storms a number of trees had been blown down and 
were now lying in the road.  There was a need to remove up to 5000 tonnes of trees 
and investigate the condition of the road/structure beneath before any further work 
could  be undertaken.

Officers reported that road closures were currently in place at both ends of this road, 
but that this was only a temporary solution. Until the condition of the assets had 
been determined.  United Utilities would have to apply for a permanent closure for 
this road to allow for a more permanent solution to be brokered.

RESOLVED that the report be received and noted.

116 GREAT BROUGHTON 20 MPH SPEED LIMIT

Members considered a report from the Corporate Director – Economy and 
Environment which provided them with information relating to concerns raised by 
Broughton Parish Council regarding the 20mph speed restriction on Main Street and 
Moor Road, Great Broughton and invited discussion around the points raised.



The Traffic Management Team Leader informed members that concerns had been 
raised by Broughton Parish Council regarding drivers ‘ignoring’ the 20mph speed 
restriction.  

The 20mph speed restriction was proposed and implemented in 2015/2016 in the 
knowledge that mean speeds were already in the vicinity of 20mph, and would 
therefore not require any Police enforcement.  

Traffic surveys recently undertaken showed that this was still the case, with mean 
speeds ranging from 18mph to 23mph, with the slightly higher speeds being along 
Moor Road.  This slight increase could be attributed to the highway being wider on 
Moor Road, with less obstruction to traffic flow and fewer points of interest 
compared to Main Street.

The most recent survey results had been discussed at the regular multi-agency 
CRASH meetings and showed relatively good compliance; therefore would not be 
cause for concern from a highway perspective, nor would the Police look to enforce.  
Therefore indicating that the concerns were raised because of a perception of 
speeding, rather than based on evidence.

Should concerns still remain over excessive speeds in the village, the only effective 
way to bring speeds down to a mean speed that was consistently below 20mph 
would involve the introduction of traffic calming, namely speed humps or cushions.  
Given the low level of concern, and the intrusive nature of such measures, it was not 
recommended that this be pursued.  Additionally, the cost of implementing 
measures such as these would be prohibitive.

Members noted that officers would be carrying out a review of the Speed Limit 
Order during 2018/2019, subject to funding, where alterations to speed restrictions 
could be considered.

RESOLVED that, members RECOMMEND to Allerdale Local Committee that the 
existing speed restrictions on Main Street and Moor Road, Great Broughton, are 
maintained.

117 A BOARDS IN ALLERDALE

The Highways Network Manager brought this to the HWG as a discussion item, as it 
had been raised recently during an Alllerdale Local Committee pre agenda meeting.

The officer reminded members that this was a countywide issue, not one just 
affecting Allerdale, and that there was already a service procedure in place re: 
obstructions in the highway, which all local committees should be adhering to.

The members discussed this in detail, and upon conclusion of the debate it was 
AGREED that officers would try to organise a Disability Awareness Day, which all 
members of Allerdale Local Committee could attend (Action: AS).



118 CRASH GROUP UPDATE

The Chair of the Highways Working Group had attended the last CRASH meeting 
on behalf of the Local Committee and he provided an update on:-

 Stainburn Road
 Chestnut Hill, Keswick

The Traffic Management Team Leader then updated on enforcement action 
undertaken, including:-

 Stainburn Road – 2 occasions, 15 penalties
 Seaton Road, Broughton Moor – January – 9 penalties
 Allonby – 42 penalties issued during 2017
 Rosley (B5305) – existing speed limit to be assessed in the review planned 

for 2018/19 – 16 visits in 2017 resulted in 57 penalties (original request from 
Cllr Fairbairn)

The update was noted.

119 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2 May 2018 at Lillyhall Depot at 
10.30am.

The meeting ended at 4.35 pm


